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· Introduction To Your Guitar
· Common parts

· Neck - Frets, frets and fretting and re-fretting.

· The metal part is called a fret
· The space between the metal is called a fret

· Placing your finger(s) between the metal parts is called fretting
· Replacing the worn frets is called re-fretting. Confused? Don’t be. 

· Strings

· Types are steel, electric (lighter gauge steel) and nylon

· Stringing a guitar – (live example of one string goes here)
· Keep string taut when tightening the tuning pegs- this will help the string to stay in tune better
· Use correct string for your guitar type. I use Ernie Ball Super Slinkies for my electrics, Bill Pearce Handmade or Martin for acoustics, and LaBella Nylons for classical guitars.

· Tuning pegs

· Cheap pegs can slip, putting you out of tune but are usually easy to replace

· Headstock

· Often used to identify brand or style with a distinct shape e.g., Fender, Gibson’s, PRS, etc. 
· Truss Rod

· Keeps the neck straight and can be adjusted by a technician
· Nut 

· Lifts the string above the neck near the headstock.

· When using a whammy bar needs lubrication- pencil lead works. Graphite nuts are inexpensive and easy to replace plastic ones.
· Electric Guitars - Easier to play more versatile sounds available
· Whammy Bar or Tremolo Bar

· Used to bend strings which changes pitch and to create vibrato, doesn’t really have anything to do with tremolo 

· Pickups

· Double Humbucker -made popular on Gibson guitars. Signals cancel each other out- so there is no buzzing sound
· Single coil 

· Jimi Hendrix made a discovery that caused Fender to create the modern 5 position switch from the original 3 position switch. The switch buzzes on positions 1 and 5
· Your very first electric guitar trick.-Strike a string and move switch up and down while holding the note 
· Knobs

· Pickup Volume – varies on model of guitar
· Fender- same volume for all pickups

· Gibson- independent for pickups to allow more control between playing background and playing and solo
· Pickup Tone- jazz payers like more “muted” sound
· Tailpiece

· Sometimes fitted for whammy, used to correct intonation
· Acoustic – also called a Dreadnaught
· Uses heavier steel strings than electric and is a little harder to play
· How to hold your pick
· Using a pick (or plectrum- to use the queens English) Tips I got from Ted Nugent when I was 13 years old when I met him in a mall.
· Practice, practice, practice

· Use a metronome

· Slow down music from classical music violin parts and try to play along- then speed it up as you get better- Use Riffster for this
· Use the flat end of your pick for higher speed- this is a personal thing
· Hold your guitar in a way that makes you feel comfortable

· How To Tell If A Guitar Is Suitable For Purchase FOR Use. Should your guitar be an instrument or a planter? 
· Intonation

· Notes should be the same an octave apart on the first and 12th frets

· A strobe scope or tuner is the best way to know if the neck is adjusted right
· Neck Integrity

· Is the neck “bowed?” The truss rod can sometimes correct problems
· Guitars without a truss rod might need the neck to be steamed by a professional 
· Quality of sound

· Old strings can make guitars sound bad- or is it the guitar itself?
· Quality of components
· Good wood insures better sustain, and thus, a better sound.
· Cheap parts can easily be replaced to help create a better guitar
· Cheap parts could have sharp edges and might break strings
· How to tune the silly thing  E A D G B e
· Tuning forks and piano keys to obtain a reference note

· Tuning with a reference note requires an excellent ear

· Ear to the guitar’s wood for amplified sound with no amp.

·  [5-5-5-4-5]  method (relative tuning) Start with E or A as a reference note- let me show you how.
· Stepping up from the correct pitch is the easiest way to actually “get to” the correct pitch.
· Sometimes strings stick on the nut making the guitar out of tune
· Relative tuning is sometimes needed to get correct recorded pitch to match other instruments or sound recordings. There are many reason you may need to use relative pitch tuning, including:
· Easier to play with lower string tension- fat sound

· To adjust to tape speed with older recorders

· For vocal reasons-  an easier key for singers to sing

· Tuning to an easier to play key (alternate tunings)
· Tuning Down (or Up) are tricks used by Jimi , Stevie, and others. To play along with them you will have to tune to them.
· Using Harmonics to tune (advanced method) (Quick demo)
· Electric tuners – the best method for a novice!
· Guarantees correct or concert pitch (A 440)

· Can easily be used for alternate tunings

· When the string is in tune the tuner will show you
· Can be purchased individually or as part of an effects pedal. I like the Digitech RP series because I can create a lot of different guitar sounds PLUS the tuner is built in. 

· Learning approaches.

· Jump into the pool method

· Learn chords

· Tabs

· Sounds like…

· Light on theory
· Note for Note

· Best way to have a solid musical foundation- because of the musical relationships of notes, scales, and chords and the understanding of how to notate them with the correct time, pitches and tempos.
· Uses a lot of transferable concepts from other instruments

· i.e., Piano players have ten fingers to reach notes. Guitar players are limited to creating chords with just 4 fingers!

· Hybrid method

· Using patterns for chords and scales 

· Learn fundamental musical ideas specific to the guitar

· Understand enough theory to play with some understanding

· We will be using all of the above learning approaches with a focus on being able to play.

· CHORDS AND HOW TO MAKE THEM
· How to read a chord diagram 
· Vertical lines represent the strings starting with the heaviest on the left

· Horizontal lines represent the frets

· Black dots are where your fingers go- sometimes there are suggestions about what fingers should go where

· Sometimes you can use one finger to hold down more than one string. A, E and D are examples of how to cheat this way.
· Little zeros above the “nut” indicate the string should be played open

· Little Xs above the “nut” indicated the string should not be played or should be muted

· How you finger a chord will help you add additional notes or make it easier to jump to the next chord

· Open Chords (First Position)
· Some Major chords to start with:
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· Sneak peak: You can make barre chords with these chord forms! Use your forefinger to bar across the neck and make these chord shapes relative to the forefinger acting as the nut. As you slide down the neck you will get alternate voicing of chords. For example look at the F chord below.  It is a barre chord based on the E chord shape. There is a natural half step between E and F.
· B and F are harder because you will need to learn how to bar.  
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· Minor chords.  CmAmGmEmDmBmFm
· As a practice exercise look up the fingering of the above minor chords on a chord chart. Here is a great one:  http://www.guitarnotes.com/guitar/notes2/ultimate11.shtml 
·   Alternate method of notating chords using just a text editor

· Example: D = 0 0 0 2 3 2  

· how to read very basic Tablature (TAB) and learn scales. 
·  Songbook TAB
· Can be found in guitar magazines and artist songbooks
· See supplied example and review the scales below
·  Internet TAB
· Great explanation here ( http://www.danmansmusic.com/tab.htm
Major Scale TABS
A major scale is a pattern of eight notes in order that produce the familiar sound:
Do - Re - Me - Fa - So - La - Ti - Do  Spanish music almost always uses this type of notation in teaching.
The starting note (Do) is also called the Root note.
The Root note is the Key center, so the Root note of the Key of C is "C".

The C major scale contains these notes in the following order:
C D E F G A B C 

Remember:
The distance of two frets is called a whole step. The distance of one fret is called a half step.

W = Whole Step (there is one fret between the two) H = Half Step (the frets are side by side) 

Every Major Scale is composed of the following pattern of steps.

W - W - H - W - W - W – H
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C Major Scale
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G Major Scale
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e|------------------------------------|

B|------------------------------------|

G|------------------------------0-----| 

D|------------------0---2---4---------|

A|------0---2---3---------------------| 
E|--3---------------------------------| 


INTERNET RESOURCES

To study at your own pace:

· About.com has AWESOME guitar lessons FREE. You can go to http://guitar.about.com but I suggest you start here: http://guitar.about.com/library/weekly/aa071200a.htm 
· Use http://wikipedia.com to research scales, chords, or how to read music. e.g., http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Guitar_Lessons  
· Billion Chords- Shareware chord builder. Cheap but good. I use this. http://www.chordeditor.com/  Free trial version.
· Want to dig deeper?  Here is a music theory site for guitarists: http://www.essentialguitar.com/
· Fun animated shred show. For the rockers! http://www.guitarshredshow.com/
· Lessons. Guitar Heroes. Practice tips. The web-based vehicle for one of Guitar’s most popular magazines: http://www.guitarplayertv.com/
· Another guitar lesson site. FREE http://www.guitarlessonworld.com/lessons/index.htm
· Find out how to make any chord online FREE and how it sounds! http://www.chordbook.com/guitarchords.php
· A free recording studio package. You can record multiple tracks and play along with yourself or a drum loop. How cool is that? Audacity for the PC. Mac/Linux versions available too!  http://audacity.sourceforge.net/download/windows 
· Incredible Midi software to help you get started with your own free backup bands! One of my favorite FREE software packages. http://www.anvilstudio.com/upgraden.htm
· Another good online chord speller: http://sologuitarist.net/chord_speller/chord_speller.html
· Advanced tools for learning real Music Theory and how it applies to the guitar! http://chrisjuergensen.com.hosting.domaindirect.com/lessons.htm
· Riffster- mentioned earlier. Slow down solos from MP3 without changing the pitch so you can learn them by ear! http://www.novadsp.com/riffster_lite.htm
· Two Great word processors for guitarist’s to write lyrics with chord boxes over them- Chordwriter: http://www.appcabin.com/  Lyricist: (30 day trial- but great software) http://www.virtualstudiosystems.com/content.php?pg=l_features
· I strongly urge you to download and install these fonts: http://simplythebest.net/fonts/fonts/frets.html The reason you will want to do this is so you can see the guitar chords in Word documents.
My advice is: don’t get discouraged; if it is hard to make a chord- don’t worry- come back to it later. It is like conquering levels in a video game. It is hard to get Crash Bandicoot to do what you want the first time and it takes lots of tries. Guitar playing takes practice.  Just keep picking and grinning and don’t give up. It will all sink in- in due time.

C Major Scale – In first position.  Practice


e|-----------------------------------|


B|--------------------------0---1----| 


G|------------------0---2------------|


D|------0---2---3--------------------| 


A|--3--------------------------------| 


E|-----------------------------------|








C Major Scale –Across the length of neck





e|-----------------------------------|


B|--1---3---5---6---8---10---12---13-| 


G|-----------------------------------|


D|-----------------------------------| 


A|-----------------------------------| 


E|-----------------------------------|








E Major                                                                


e|--------------------------------| 


B|--------------------------------|


G|--------------------------------| 


D|--------------------------1---2-|


A|--------------0---2---4---------| 


E|--0---2---4---------------------| 








F Major





e|--------------------------------|


B|--------------------------------|


G|--------------------------------| 


D|----------------------0---2---3-|


A|----------0---1---3-------------| 


E|--1---3-------------------------|





A Major 


e|--------------------------------|


B|--------------------------------|


G|------------------------1---2---| 


D|--------------0--2--4-----------|


A|--0---2---4---------------------| 


E|--------------------------------| 








D Major


e|--------------------------------|


B|--------------------------2---3-|


G|--------------0---2---4---------| 


D|--0---2---4---------------------|


A|--------------------------------| 


E|--------------------------------|








